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born on the steamer, which was called Canada. We got back to Montreal
about i a,m. and I had supper at the Cox's.,.. I was very glad to see my
paper on Uranium radiation appeared in the Phil. Mag. this month* It is
the longest paper I have published so far, and I will send you a copy as
soon as I get one. I am better pleased with it than any paper I have done,
and it represents over a year's work. I was surprised to hear from
W. S. Marris in Meerut last week, congratulating me on my appoint-
ment. He was good enough to state that he always knew I was a better
man than he, and seems to have a very exalted and quite absurd idea of
what I have done. It was very decent of him however to write,
RUTHERFORD TO HIS MOTHER
19 Feb. 1899. Three of us walked over the frozen St Lawrence last
Thursday, and a long walk it is. The river is two miles wide at Montreal
and it is frozen solid the whole way across. It is rather interesting to
walk and to see sleds and sleighs going where three months before great
ships were lying at the wharves. The river does not freeze flat like one
would naturally expect, but like one's back lumber yard. Great blocks
and hills of ice are scattered over it where the pressure of the river has
piled up the ice blocks on top of one another.
There is a great industry here collecting ice for summer use and for
export to the W. Indies. The blocks are cut out of the river, stored in
warehouses and doled out to customers during the summer. Over
100,000 tons are collected every year for summer use. It is the custom
in Montreal to have the iceman visit you the same as the baker* Hef
however, leaves the blocks of ice in front of your door and you can
take it in,, or let it melt there, as you like.
They say the river is a great sight in spring, just before the ice breaks
up, when the great ice-shoves take place. They had to build a great
guard embankment in the river to prevent the ice pushed by the river
from invading the streets near where the wharves are in summer, for
the piles are always removed before the river freezes.
RUTHERFORD TO MARY NEWTON
Montreal: May 1899. Since my trip to the States I have had a varied
and busy time. I wrote up a paper for the Royal Society of Canada and
did a good deal of vibration work for the Street Railway. I was surprised
on Wednesday morning to get a long distance telephone message from